1033873

From: Rudd, Jaime@Wildlife

To: Miller, Robert

Cc: Palmer-Townsend, Marilyn@CDPR
Subject: Flumethrin Question

Date: Tuesday, March 02, 2021 4:19:55 PM
Hi Robert —

I was just this article about flumethrin and was wondering if you had any additional info or who the
proper contact would be,

nyvestioationa /2021 05702 frorecradna cat.coblars found.

S .,)‘_ aar s . . ~ ~ T~ ‘....M - i g -
hites:Mlwsane Usatoday comdstory/newsy

harm-pels-humans-eng-records-show /457475200 7

-001
We have been using Seresto collars on endangered San Joaquin kit foxes for the last 5 years (|

actually did my dissertation on their safety and efficacy in preventing sarcoptic mange). This is a little
concerning but | am not sure if there is a lot of merit to the reports or not and how | could find out
what was reported. In the cases of domestic dogs mortalities, it seems mortality occurred 2-3
months after the collar was put on. We have not had any problems in kit foxes but it is a little
concerning.

Sincerely,

Jaime Rudd, PhD

Pesticide & Disease Investigations
Wildlife Investigations Laboratory (WiIL)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
1701 Nimbus Drive, Suite D

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Office: (916) 358-2790

Mobile: (916) 201-2699

Email: Jaime Rudd@wildlife.ca.gov

Come see what we are about! https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Laboratories/Wildlife-

Investigations
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i to get home detivery

Popular flea collar linked to almost 1,700 pet deaths. The
EPA has issued no warning.

Johnathan Hettinger, #i Center for in igative Reporting

S

to help improve
aur site expernence!

Bz

New Carslsed Cars

ed by Bayer and said by Slance, = the lop-seling ccllar if Hs vind on Smazon. LEA

S tick oollar bafore, Pie

Rhonda Bomwell had never used a fia;

e, her $-year-old

Pagifion service dog, was mostly an indoor animal.

Siill, her veterinarian recommended she purchase one, o Bormwall went 1o the pet

siore near hier home in Som

erset, New Jersey, and selected Bayer's Seresto coliar,

A day later, o & 2, 2020, Piere had a seizure, collapsing while Bomwel was
making dinner. Lying on his back, the dog stopped breathing and his eyes rolled back. "Gi}z

g him CPRL Then she called the police. An officer helped her lifl the
tied b

2! reatment. Bonwell di

1 oar, 2nd she rus! 1o the hosplial Plerre died before he could

71 think to take off Plerre’s collar,

receive medi
“F just didn’t put it together,” she said,

Hormwell isn] alene. Sereste, one of the most popular flea and lick collars in the

oountiy, has besn linked to hundreds of pat deaths, tens of thousands of injured 2

arimals and hundreds of harmed humans, & i
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Yeithe EPA has done nothing o inform the public of the risks.

Seresto, developed by Bayer and now sold by Elanco, works by releasing small

of pesticide onto the animal for months at & time. The pesticide is supposed

eas, ticks and other pesta but be safe for cata and douga.

o to federal documents obtained
Ziological Diversity, 2 nonprofit

organization that watchdogs the EFA as part of its work o protect end

Canter for i,

The center provided the documeants to the

ars were introduced in 2312, the EPA has recel

Since Sereste flea and i
ted pet deaths. Overall, thro 2020, the:

inoident reports of at least 1,688 rel

ceived more than 75,000 incident reports relat

agency has re:

MeCo

ever sgen.

s of

“The EPA appears to be turning a bliind eye {o this problem, and after seven ye
ic that they are continuing to

an increasing number of incidents, t

mornitor the situatior

i problem that nesds to

) she said. “But

ve addressed sooner rather than iater.”
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3 e Coltars
1 pet geaths

The EPA declined fo say how Serests compares to sther pet products. Butin

sponse

1o a guestion about whether the product is safe, an agency spokesperson said in an

emailed statemeant that the two pesticides in Seresto have "bee

wnd eligible for

ocontinued registration” based on test av: uding incident data.

the product label that red

iaw, and applicators must

humans, are mores 5e 2 than others and may experiznce adverse symptoms after

treatment.”

Amazon, where Seresto s the top-selling collar, 2iso has moeived numerous

oorapiaints about the product from custemers who detailed significant issuss, Dozens

of people over the years have claimed the coliar caused skin rashes in thelr pet.

Cthers said i led to neurclogical issues in their pats.

Despite the many warnings, Amazon has not removed the product fror online

marketplace, Amazon did nat respond to multiple requasts for comment for this

This fsn't the first
con

e that the ZFA has failed to propery regulate

29, said Miriam Rotkin-Efiman, & senior scient

ning pest!
Hesources Defense Council,

The NRIC filed a2 pefition against the agency more than 2 decade ago over its

approval of a different than the one used in Seresto that is linked to cancer

and prain developmer;

in April 2028,

reguests "nothing short of egregious” and

the EPA’s refusal io respond to NRECs
agency officisls 1o make s decision on
icide,

called tetrachionvinphns, That pet oollar continues to be sold under the brand name

il

a1 1o ban the pesticide within 90 days. The EPA decided not io ban the p

Hartz Ultraguard, Hartz InControl and Longl

wsult is curently pending.

the number of incid
2d to Seresto. From 1992 {o 2008, the

s containing tetrachiorvinphos, including 383 deaths, zcoor

s linked to that pesticide patl

s i comparison to those

“PA received about 4,800 incident reports

reganding pat ¢
A i

Broken down per vear, th senis and 10 imes ths than

Sereslo.

Seresto Incidents
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Domestic Animal - Moderale, Minor
and Unknown

Domestic Animal - Minor

SRR
Domestic Animal - Moderate g\%\\&“‘{k\%
Bomestic Animal - Major :\‘\%ﬁ\“\“% 3,767
R

Eomestic Animal - Fatality

Human

Center for Bislogica ersity and an expart on 1.8, pesticide reguiatior

the number of reported incidents for Seresto is “just the tip of the iceberg.”

ir order to report 2n incident, 2 persen has o make the connection belween the coilar

and the issue with the dog, understand who to contact and how to report |, he said.

“Most of the time, people are not going to make the connaction or they're not going to

take an hour or s¢ out of the day and figure out how o call and spend time on hold)”

Donley said.
He said the incident dala creates lots of questions aboul EPA processes,

"My God, if this dossn't i
he fact that £PA has not da

or 2 concern, that's a fundamental problem with the

proce:

nything to alert the public that

e wHE

kes me as bordering on crimingl. The EPA has

systemn in place to compile information and sting dust in some database.

A big business

et ool

oy b
ical company Rayer reported revenue of more than $§300 milion on Sere

s, ity 2049 annual report

3erman agribusiness and

pharmace

alone.

salth, 2 former
alized in 2020,

snco stack, which the company

The company sold s anim alth division 1o Elanoo Animal

subsidiary of BN Lily and Co., for $7.8 billion in 2013, The deal wa

As part of the deal, Bayer received $2.% billion i

P would seil over time.

tracking political contributiona. Over

1 on lobbying, records show.,
K
safety of our product:
refated to thelr use.”

nco, sald inan emaii

i Mcfarath, a spokeswaoman for 2 company &

2ry seriously and thoroughly investigates potential concerns

i

i poinled out that reguialory authorities have agproved the
han 80 countries, and the EFA i

orod fie final

N nore

inges of re-approving
both pesticides, Thers is no limeling on the final decision.

Mo3rath said that globai data shows that 1 in 568 users of Seresto have an incident

ous effects such as

and "the majority of these incident reports relate

w3 non

application site disorders, e.g. a reddening of the skin or hair loss below the collar.”

“Keep in mind that the existence of an adverse aven

nort doss not necessarily mean

ihe product caused the problem,” she sald, "Caus

between the chservad signs and
e use of the product is evaiuated on a case-by-case basis. That said, every adverse

avent collected, regardiess of causalily, is reported to the authorities.”

The EPA did not respond to a reguest about how Seresto comparad to other flea and

tick collars in temms of incidenis. The Midwest Center has filed 3 Freedom of

ant database, bu

nformation request for b that request has not yet been filled.
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The extent of the damage Is uncomman, said McCormack, the former EPA sk
“Pve naver seen any product that had 75,000 incidents,” McCormack said.
Seresto’s pesticides mors toxic togsther

The EPA approved Seresio collars on March 16, 2012, The collars are designed o
waork for sight months,

Under the Federal Inseciicide, Fungiside and Rodenticide Act, the EFA must

determine a pesticide grodush will not sause “unreasonable effscts onthe

anvironment.”

ermination reguires weighing harms versus benafits, including assessmernts

5 to human health and the environment.

secticides, which ars the most

rops i the .S, Despite neonicotinoids being

non-target insects such as bees and but 3, the
s

ERA proposed re-approving imidacioprid and other olass members last year. The

pesticide is banned in the European Union for outdoor tse b wed in pet collars,

Trere is also growing svidence that

rmnals can be harmed by thess pesticides as
well.

Flumethrin, EPA documents show, is only an active ingredient in one product:

Sergsto.

Like wit

miost pestio the date supporting the registration of Seresto was

oondusled by the company that produced |, Bayer. The m

iy of the studies were
iocking at sach pesticide individually.

G they are

tudy found that the “unique pharmacologicat
x hours to prevent ticks from attaching and feeding,

Sevestc pet coliars and el on o

i =3

Ji5 be a reaction of inactiv

gredients, which are unknown and have

caused problems in spo

i treatments, said Donley of the Center for Binlogica!

Tivers

Duniey,

who has a dociorsie in cell and developments

ED_005739A_00423706-00006



researcher, said this "synergistic effect” likely extends to pets. He said he wasn't sure

but

what mak ikely to cause harm, 5 clear someathing is

roduct,

wrong with the

E
2

“You don't even see these Kinds of numbers v

nicals,” Donley

ith many agricultural ch

y nasty.”

History of unsafe pet treatments

& are currently 18 fiea and tick collars on the markat: three that are approved for

noth dogs and cata (including S nd five for cats,

sto), 10 approved for dog

according to the National Pesticide Information Center.

in addition to allowing
sues, the EFA also b

achiorvinphos in pet ool safety

approved the use of ancther pesti ed to cancer and

prain development problems - propoxur, which was sold under many trand names,
including Bio Spot, Scratex Color, Zodiac, Sergeant’s Dual Action and Sentry Dual

Action.

Ratkin-

and adults who play with pets that were wearing the collars,

imian's research showad residues were high encugh fo pose a risk to children

in Apiil 2018, pastici

protect children

de companies voluntarily agreed to slog using propoxdr to halp

health. The brand names that used propoxur have swilched to olher

active ingredie

in addition, in 2010, i

ingredients in spot-on treatme

: and limited some inert

, which are applied 1o a sp ares of 3 pet, This
happenad after incident data showed the treatments were causing hundreds of pet

deaths, as well as issues such as irrtalion, rashes and hair loss, gastrointestinal

preblems and sehures,

Collars have caused seizures, rashes in humans

i's not just pets that are being harmed, EPA documents show,

Hetween 2043 and 2018, 207 incidents were reporiad with humans

Seplember 2013 EPA assessment of human health risk.

> assessment determinad that there were 19 severe incidents

symptoms, such as a rash or hives, and sev

bress and headea

nohuded nur

ted by the EPA included:

e A 12-yearoid boy who slept in @ bed with 2 dog wearing = collar sterted having

seizures and voriting. He had to be hospitalized.

xid woman who slept in a bed with a dog wearing 3 collar reported having

e ABT-y
heart arrhythmia and fatigus.
A 4%

“As staled in the precautions on the label, do not allow children to play with the ool
i addilion, iry to keep the pet away from young children for a day after puiling on the

collar to minimize exposure,” the bulietin sald.

“I's really not just happening to anim: it's happening 1o people who pet them as

-003
-004

-005
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well,” Donley said. *t have two young kids who are all over our doyg all the time, 1 can
imagine how highly exposed people would be o residues.”

W's just been a nightmare’

Yo Bormwell, the worst part was the lack of warning. Plerre had never beern sick or had

2 seizure. He was just 8, so she thought he hiad half

decade left. Her last dog had
died at 18. Plus, she felt like she was responsible. She was the one who put the collar

Q.

2% g0 bizarre,” Bomwell said, “}

the web would find dozens of posts from pet owners warning others to be careful with

3, including & letier to an snimal doctor column in the St Louis Poat-Dispatch
13, 2 ragio naws story in New York in 2016 and extensive comments on pet

Without t

he federai government stepping in, individuals are lefl in the dark. That's

something Ron Packard, of Brockion, Massachusetts, is hoping to address,

i the day: ihe death of hia two dogs inJune 2018, F

did what any person
iocking for answers does: He went to the internet,

Two of Packard's four dogs had re

nily had s res on the same day, bafors

hecoming leth

raic and vomiling and v, refusing to eat. He brought them to the

veterinaian, who couldr’t find a probiem.
Within weeks, the two previously healthy cavachons, 10-vear-old Danny and S-year-old

Diominic, wers both dead.

The only thing Packard could figurs out was both dogs

nad staited waaring Serasto fla and tick collars a

monih before,

“Thirty
Packard said.

Packard crealed a Facebook page, asking peopls who

had si

issues to share their stories.

Today, the

Packard's.

A dog starts wearing a collar, Within weeks, a dog will

-001

-006
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nave a seizure, sometimes it wil

Other
storles aren’t quite as extrema. Loss of hair arcund the

iater die

neck. Lathargy.
Packard sncourages everyone 1o repoit their story to the EPA,

" he said. "Every time { read

horation befween USA TODAY and the Midwest Cerniler for
NOMPrORAL NeWSIDONT Dovering
agribusiness, Rig Ay and relafed issues. USA TODAY is funding & felfowship af the

center for expanded caverage of agribusiness and ifs impant on communities
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